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Amazing... But True: The Book!

Forward

In the course of my years as a student at the Univer-
sity, it was my long held ambition to contribute to the
Cavalier Daily’s comics page in some form or another.
I could never draw, so a path to this dream never pre-
sented itself when I was an undergraduate. Little did I
know, I had much more time as a student to consider
what form my comic might take.

During the sixth year of my graduate career, the
tenth as a UVa student, a sudden epiphany took me.
Reading one of John Hodgman’s excellent books of fake
trivia, The Areas of My Expertise, I saw that his dry
presentation of a mythical, overinflated history of the
United States would work wonderfully when turned to-
wards Thomas Jefferson’s University. As a place with
an already overinflated view of its elite and venerable
status among educational institutions, UVa was ripe for
parody, and who better to undertake it than a tenth
year student? While I could present false trivia which
on its own might be quite funny, the pompous tone in
which it would be presented would be the hidden joke
on everyone at UVa who has taken themselves too se-
riously – myself included.

Though often harried by “real work” throughout the
year they ran, I am nonetheless pleased with how these
comics turned out. I thank my editors and my readers
alike for playing along with my little joke.

The work contained herein will continue to appear on
the Internet at www.amazingbuttrueuva.com for as
long as I continue to hold that domain name.
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As this collection is beginning to bear a strong resem-
blance to a genuine book, I would be remiss to forgo a
dedication. I dedicate this book to my wonderful wife,
Ginny, without whose very active help and encourage-
ment this work would never have come to fruition.
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Author’s Note : This was the first of my comics to be censored.
It would eventually appear in the Cavalier Daily later, with the
last sentence reading “Why VPI chose a mentally challenged
mascot remains a mystery.”

6



James Maxwell

Author’s Note : After a couple of comics were rejected for
language, I thought there was no way I’d get this O’Keeffe image
in the paper. My friends and I were shocked to see I was wrong,
particularly when it is so unmistakably dirty in black and white.
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Author’s Note : Despite my continued calls for question sub-
missions for these “Mailbag” segments, I never actually received
any questions, except from my parents. I use this sad fact to
great effect in a later comic.
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Author’s Note : Once I came up with the name and title
graphic for “Unfortunate Erections,” I couldn’t help but revisit
it often.
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Author’s Note : The Ten announced their existence the week
before I ran this. The proclamations on their website were too
ridiculous to pass up, although I still think the whole society
might have been a hoax. At least, I hope so.
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The following interview appeared on the Cavalier Daily’s
comics page as part of the recurring “About the Artist”
segment.

Q: Why did you choose your comic’s
title?
A: “Amazing But True” is an apt
title for an educational segment
whose veritable facts produce in-
credulity and astonishment. Also,
as any fan of anagrams can see,
these letters also spell “Amaz-
ing Butt Rue,” which is a type
of bowel movement which I have
filed paperwork to secure in a
patent.

Q: Where do you usually draw inspiration for your comics?
A: Since 2000, I have been a student of the greatest Univer-
sity ever conceived, in a city that rivals London, Paris and
New York; thus my inspiration is all around me. I have such
a great trove of factual jewels about our dear University, I
cannot help but share them. In fact, you will find most of
the information on the Wikipedia was contributed by myself
under countless and sundry pseudonyms.

Q: What comics did you read growing up?
A: This is the third question regarding my “comic,” and this
last error I cannot allow to pass. Although “Amazing But
True” is published on the comics page, it sits on the right side,
with the horoscope and crossword. This should be suggestion
enough to show that this is a work apart, of great gravity and
factual calibre. Like the horoscope. To answer the question,
I read all the great comedies as a child: the “Lysistrata,”
“Eunuchus,” “Much Ado about Nothing,” “Le Misanthrope”
and “Calvin and Hobbes.”
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Author’s Note : Here’s another comic that met the chopping
block. My editor admitted it was the funniest thing she’d read
in a long time, but there was no way they could print it.
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Author’s Note : Nearly a year later, no further progress has
been made on the Landmark.
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Author’s Note : The entire final week of spring semester I tried
a little experiment, forming a narrative that continued through
the week. While the “Secret of the Sevens” sequence wasn’t
laugh-out-load funny, I enjoyed creating this mythical history of
the University’s inception.
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Author’s Note : This didn’t appear in the Cav Daily, but I put
it up on my website in the middle of the summer as a bonus for
anyone paying attention.
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Author’s Note : In spite of my better judgment, I continued
the comic on into the Fall 2010 semester. I managed to keep up
with three comics a week until the end of the comic in December.
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Author’s Note : Truth is stranger than fiction.
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Author’s Note : I decided to have some fun with some ghost
stories during the week before Halloween.
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Author’s Note : This is the only comic that ever appeared in
color, a special treat for the day before Halloween. Visit the
website to see it in all its grotesque glory.
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Author’s Note : I could never quite contain my glee at watching
the football program’s long slump, but I think I abstained from
too much gloating.
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Author’s Note : The first draft of my farewell comic was caustic
and snarky. In the end, I couldn’t pull the trigger on such a
negative ending to both my comic and my long tenure at UVa. I
instead went with a sentimental Tolkien reference, which I found
both fitting and personally meaningful.
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